
 

 

 

13 December 2021 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: SPANISH 
21-00884 

 
Third meeting of the Conference on Science, Innovation 
and Information and Communications Technologies of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
Virtual meeting, 13–15 December 2021 
 
 
 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 
(Argentina time, GMT-3) 

 
 
Monday, 13 December 
 
11–11.45 a.m. Opening ceremony 

• Alberto Fernández, President of Argentina (pre-recorded video message) 

• Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

• Daniel Filmus, Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation of Argentina 

• Paola Vega Castillo, Minister of Science, Innovation, Technology and 
Telecommunications of Costa Rica 

• Santiago Cafiero, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship 
of Argentina (pre-recorded video message) 

 
11.50 a.m.–12.20 p.m. Presentation of the document Innovation for development: the key to a 

transformative recovery in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 

• Mario Cimoli, Deputy Executive Secretary of ECLAC 
 
12.20–12.30 p.m. Adoption of the agenda and election of the Executive Committee 
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2.30 –4 p.m.  Institutions, policies and instruments for science, technology and innovation 
 

Science, technology and innovation have played a proven key role in countries’ 
growth and development strategies; in the context of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic, their importance has become even clearer. The 
inadequate scientific-technological situation of the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean and their inability to respond to production demands in the 
field of medicine have made it necessary to rethink the region’s innovation 
systems, their components and institutional framework, and the link between their 
key actors. However, it is not a question of strengthening technological-
productive systems as they were previously conceived. Today, consideration must 
be given to both the importance of scientific and technological capabilities and 
to the development of more cross-cutting systems in which innovation and 
entrepreneurship form the basis of more resilient, inclusive and sustainable 
economies and societies. 
 
The panel will review some of the main strengths and weaknesses of innovation 
systems in Latin American and Caribbean countries and discuss the possibilities 
of creating spaces for convergence and joint action, to build regional productive 
and technological systems around strategic sectors. It is hoped that these 
activities will contribute to a transformative recovery and lay the foundations for 
a new pattern of development in the region. 

 
Moderator: Lidia Brito, Director of the Regional Bureau for Science in Latin 
America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
 
• Diego Hurtado, Secretary for Planning and Policies on Science, Technology 

and Innovation of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation 
of Argentina 

• Federico Torres, Deputy Minister of Science and Technology of Costa Rica 

• Delia Aideé Orozco Hernández, Assistant Director of Technological 
Development, Linkage and Innovation of the National Council for Science 
and Technology (CONACYT) of Mexico 

• Phillip Jackson, Science and Technology Coordinator of the Ministry of 
Education and National Reconciliation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

• Claudio Maggi, Regional Advisor of the International Labour Organization (ILO) 

 
Discussion and statements by the countries 
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4.10 –5.40 p.m. Parallel thematic panels 
 
4.10 –5.40 p.m.  Panel 1: The diaspora and the circulation of talent in Latin America and 

the Caribbean 
 

Brain drain has historically been a problem for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, with professionals moving to developed countries or other nations in 
the same region. It occurs among professional who trained in their countries of 
origin and among students who, after specialized studies in a foreign country, 
decide to stay abroad because the job opportunities and potential for academic 
and professional growth are better. In response, countries have adopted various 
strategies to retain highly skilled professionals or attract them back, and have 
deployed networks to link researchers from the region living abroad with their 
peers in countries of origin. 
 
This panel will discuss the potential of highly trained human capital residing 
abroad and how these people can enrich the scientific and technological assets 
of their countries of origin and of the region as a whole. An effort will also be 
made, on the basis of some national initiatives, to identify areas for collaboration 
–especially through exchanges and mobility of scientists and researchers— that 
would enable the countries and the region to strengthen their capacity to respond 
to the disruptive changes that are affecting the world. 

 
Moderator: Sebastián Rovira, Economic Affairs Officer of ECLAC  

Introductory remarks: Hebe Vessuri, Lead Researcher of the National Scientific 
and Technical Research Council (CONICET) of the Patagonian Institute of Social 
and Human Sciences (IPCSH) of Argentina 

• Luciano D’Ascenzo, Networks and Technical Secretariat Coordinator of the 
Advisory Committee of the “ROOTS” Programme of the Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Innovation of Argentina 

• Lelio Fellows Filho, Coordinator-General for International Cooperation of the 
National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) of 
the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MCTI) of Brazil 

• Talía Verónica García Aguiar, Coordinator of Support for Scholars and 
Researchers of the National Council for Science and Technology 
(CONACYT) of Mexico 

• Indianna D. Minto-Coy, Academic Director (MScs) and Senior Research 
Fellow of the Mona School of Business and Management of the University 
of the West Indies (Jamaica) 

 
Discussion and statements by the countries 
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4.10 –5.40 p.m.  Panel 2: Development of genome repositories in Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

 
The genetic heritage of a person or a population not only reveals their origins, but 
is also fundamental to understanding attributes such as vulnerability to diseases 
and clinical symptoms, responsiveness to treatments, and susceptibility to adverse 
effects of treatments. There are different initiatives around the world that collect 
genetic and lifestyle information from the population to contribute to the 
formulation of public health policies, support biomedical and genome research 
projects, and determine strategies to prevent and treat different pathologies. 
 
This panel will examine the progress made by Latin American and Caribbean 
countries in population-based medical genomic research, especially with regard 
to establishing biobanks and formulating research and development strategies 
for precision medicine. 

 
Moderator: Rolando González-José, Coordinator of the PoblAr Programme 
of Argentina 

• Sandra Romero Hidalgo, Medical Sciences Researcher of the National 
Institute of Genomic Medicine of Mexico 

• Iscia Lopes Cendes, Head of the Medical Genetics Department, Medical 
Sciences Faculty, University of Campinas (UNICAMP) of Brazil 

• Andrea Llera, Researcher of the National Council of Scientific and Technical 
Research (CONICET) of Argentina 

• José Edgardo Dipierri, Full Professor of the Institute of High-Altitude 
Biology of the National University of Jujuy of Argentina 

• Mariana Berenstein, representative of the Innova-T Foundation of Argentina 

• Gustavo Sibilla, Coordinator of the GENis Project of the Sadosky Foundation 
of Argentina 

• Hernán Dopazo, Researcher of CONICET of Argentina 
 
 
Tuesday, 14 December 
 
11 a.m.–12.30 p.m. The role of science and technology in health sovereignty 
 

The pandemic has shown that strengthening health systems in Latin America and 
the Caribbean is not only a health and social challenge, but also a productive 
and technological one. Faced with this situation, the countries of the region have 
made significant efforts to expand and adapt their capacities to the needs arising 
from the pandemic, especially in terms of research, development and production 
of vaccines, medicines and other medical supplies. Thus, a sector that had been 
relegated to the background in terms of its productive potential has emerged as 
key not only to responding to the current situation, but also to catalysing the 
economy and society. New companies, products and services are being created 
and more added value and quality employment is being created, which ultimately 
translates into a better quality of life for people. 
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The panel will analyse recent initiatives in the region, examining in more detail 
those that have contributed to strengthening the health industry. It will also 
review the main productive and technological limitations and potentialities, as 
well as future prospects for progress towards health sovereignty in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

 
Moderator: Nicolo Gligo, Economic Affairs Officer of ECLAC 

Introductory remarks: Ricardo Palacios, international expert in clinical and 
pharmaceutical research 

• Ennio Vivaldi Véjar, Rector of the University of Chile 

• Genaro Rodríguez, Deputy Minister of Science and Technology of the 
Dominican Republic 

• Arturo Reyes Sandoval, Director-General of the National Polytechnic Institute 
of Mexico 

• Rolando Pérez Rodríguez, Director of Science and Innovation of the Higher 
Organization of Business Management (OSDE) BioCubaFarma of Cuba 

• Clara Ocampo, Director of Knowledge Generation, Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Innovation of Colombia 

• Graciela Ciccia, Director of Innovation and Technological Development of 
Grupo Insud of Argentina 

• Marco Aurélio Krieger, Vice-President of Production and Innovation in 
Health of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (FIOCRUZ) of Brazil 

 
Discussion and statements by the countries 

 
12.40–2.10 p.m. Digital technologies for a new future 
 

The digital revolution is transforming the economy and society increasingly 
rapidly. Widely available and uninterrupted connectivity has reached much of 
humanity thanks to the mass take-up of smartphones and the consequent access 
to information, social networks and audiovisual entertainment. The acceleration 
of technical progress in the digital realm has made the use of devices and 
applications employing cloud computing, big data analysis, blockchains or 
artificial intelligence routine. The technological revolution, combined with a 
change in the strategies of the companies at the forefront of digital technology 
use, has also led to the rise of global platforms. Digital technologies have played 
a key role in addressing the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 
potential benefits from their use are clearly constrained by structural factors, 
such as limits on connectivity (access, use and speed), social inequalities, 
productive heterogeneity and low competitiveness, and restricted access to data 
and information management, among other factors. 

 
The panel will address the main opportunities and challenges for the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean, in order to contribute to the discussion and to 
action for the roll-out and use of digital technology and its appropriation, and to 
creation of digital solutions at national and regional level, to strengthen and 
support development processes. 
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Moderator: Raúl Echeberría, Executive Director of the Latin American Internet 
Association (ALAI) 

Introductory remarks: Martin Hilbert, Full Professor of the University of 
California, Davis (UC Davis) (United States) 

• Guido Girardi Lavín, Senator of the Republic and Chair of the Committee on 
Future Challenges, Science, Technology and Innovation of the Senate 
of Chile 

• Vianna Maino, Minister of Telecommunications and the Information Society 
of Ecuador, in her capacity as Chair of the Ministerial Conference on the 
Information Society in Latin America and the Caribbean 

• Yuri Castro, Director of Information Technology of the National Secretariat 
of Science and Technology of Guatemala 

• Carlos Kan, National Director for Innovation of the National Authority for 
Government Innovation of Panama 

• Gabriel Hernández, Director of Information Technology Infrastructure and 
Operations of the National Agency for e-Government and the Information 
Society (AGESIC) of Uruguay 

• Rodney Taylor, Secretary-General of the Caribbean Telecommunications 
Union (CTU) 

• Olivier Bringer, Head of Unit of Policy Outreach and International Affairs of the 
Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology 
the European Commission 

 
Discussion and statements by the countries 

 
3–6.15 p.m. Parallel thematic panels 
 
3–4.30 p.m. Panel 1: Policies and incentives to stimulate new business models and new 

productive capacities in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the 
digital age 

 
The digital transformation process refers to possible changes in the production 
processes and business models of existing companies, generation of new business 
capabilities, and especially development of new sectors. Because the universe of 
SMEs is characterized by heterogeneity, their responses to these challenges are 
very varied. Therefore, policies to support these agents of production must 
interlink various development proposals and tools that are aligned with the 
different stakeholders’ potential, needs and interests. 

 
The panel will discuss, based on specific experiences in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, how to develop support strategies for smaller companies, with a 
systemic approach and multiple levels of action that link different measures to 
drive digital transformation. 
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Moderator: Álvaro Calderón, Chief of the Innovation and New Technologies Unit 
of ECLAC 

• Benjamín Germany Morrison, Manager of the Centre for Industry 4.0 of Chile 
• Juan Heguiabehere, Director of the ICT Security Programme of the Sadosky 

Foundation of Argentina 
• Marcelo Marzocchini, Operational Director of the National Institute of 

Industrial Technology (INTI) of Argentina 
• Marcos Pinto, Director of the Department of Innovative Entrepreneurship 

(DEEMI) of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MCTI) 
of Brazil 

• Clelia Hernández Orta, Director of the Nuevo León 4.0 Initiative of Mexico 
• Sandra Gisella Acero Walteros, Director of Micro-, Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Tourism of Colombia 
• Guillermo Timote, representative of the Centre for Industrial Automation and 

Mechatronics (CAIME) of Uruguay 
 
3–4.30 p.m. Panel 2: Science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and gender 
 

To mainstream gender in science, technology and innovation systems, 
particularly in the STEM areas, an intersectoral, inter-institutional and 
multidisciplinary approach is needed, to address the various barriers that hinder 
and prevent gender equality in these areas and in society. This panel will examine 
experiences of gender policies in science, technology and innovation, to identify 
the main strategies formulated by the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, their lessons learned and challenges, from an inter-institutional 
viewpoint and from the perspective of stakeholders who are part of the process 
in educational and research institutions. 
 
The panellists, including key authorities and stakeholders from the scientific and 
research community, will address specific gender policies in science and 
technology adopted in recent years in the countries of the region and analyse the 
main strategies, lessons learned and challenges as regards intersectoral action 
by ministries of science, technology and innovation sector and ministries of 
gender equality and women’s autonomy (machineries for the advancement 
of women). 

 
Moderator: Ana Güezmes, Chief of the Division for Gender Affairs of ECLAC 

• Mónica Zalaquett Said, Minister of Women’s Affairs and Gender Equity of 
Chile, in her capacity as Chair of the Regional Conference on Women in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

• Paola Vega Castillo, Minister of Science, Innovation, Technology and 
Telecommunications of Costa Rica 

• Marcela Guerrero, Minister on the Status of Women and Executive President 
of the National Institute for Women (INAMU) of Costa Rica 

• Diana Broggi, Undersecretary for Training, Research and Cultural Policy of 
the Ministry for Women, Gender and Diversity of Argentina 
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• Ana María Franchi, Chair of the National Council for Scientific and 
Technical Research (CONICET) of Argentina 

• Kim Mallalieu, Senior Lecturer of the University of the West Indies, Saint 
Augustine (Trinidad and Tobago) 

• Vera Álvarez, Lead Researcher of CONICET of Argentina 

• Priscila Chaverri Echandi, Research Professor of the School of Biology of the 
University of Costa Rica 

• Francisca Varela, Director of the Kodea Foundation 
 
4.45 –6.15 p.m. Panel 3: The contribution of aerospace and satellite technologies to sustainable 

development: spaces for further regional and international collaboration 
 

The applications of space and satellite science and technology can contribute to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The use of these technologies can 
help ensure food security, reduce the risk level of natural disasters, prevent 
humanitarian crises, monitor natural resources and reduce poverty, as well as 
making important contributions to telecommunications and health. 
 
The panel will address several of these issues, which reflect the importance of 
space technologies for development. The panellists will also discuss the main 
bottlenecks encountered by countries in the region in developing these 
technologies, including limited financial resources, the lack of technologies and 
knowledge, and the lack of specialized institutions. In addition, they will analyse 
some national, regional and international initiatives, policies and strategies that 
can foster use of space and satellite technologies for regional development. 

 
Moderator: Sandra Torrusio, Technological Linkage Manager of the National 
Commission on Space Activities (CONAE) of Argentina 

• Gustavo Henriquez Camacho, Chief of the Office of Cooperation and 
International Relations of the National Commission for Aerospace Research 
and Development of Peru 

• Rosa María Ramírez de Arellano, General Coordinator of International 
Affairs and Security in Space Matters of the Space Agency of Mexico 

• Alejandro Román Molinas, General Director of Aerospace Execution and 
Development of the Space Agency of Paraguay 

• Carlos Giovanni Corredor, Representative of the Space Agency of Colombia 

• Fernando Hisas, Advisor to the Executive and Technical Directorate of 
CONAE of Argentina 
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4.45 –6.15 p.m. Panel 4: Technological development and added value in the lithium chain 
 

The creation of an Andean centre for technological development and innovation 
in the lithium chain for electric batteries has roused the interest of several Latin 
American countries. Such an initiative has the potential to increase the efficiency 
of the use of resources for research, development and innovation, interlink 
complementary research between parties, identify possibilities for value added, 
enhance the relationship between academia and industry to move beyond the pilot 
stage to the industrial stage, and to foster regional value chains. 
 
The purpose of this intergovernmental technical dialogue is to contribute, with a 
space for discussion and recommendation of proposals, to responses to the 
problems that hinder technological development, innovation, value added and 
productive linkages in the countries of the area known as the Lithium Triangle. 
This is particularly relevant to the current global situation, with major trends in 
the energy transition and electromobility that will increase demand for lithium. 

 
Moderator: Jeannette Sánchez, Chief of the Natural Resources Division of ECLAC 

 
• Pablo Núñez, Undersecretary for Institutional Coordination of the Ministry 

of Science, Technology and Innovation of Argentina 

• Álvaro Arnez, Deputy Minister for Advanced Energy Technologies of the 
Ministry of Hydrocarbons and Energy of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 

• Pablo Terrazas, Executive Vice-President of the Production Development 
Corporation (CORFO) of Chile 

• Roberto Salvarezza, President of YPF Tecnología (Y-TEC) of Argentina 

• Carlos Ramos Mamani, Executive Chairman of Yacimientos de Litio 
Bolivianos (YLB) of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 

 
 
Wednesday, 15 December 
 
11 a.m.–12.30 p.m. Eco-innovation, the energy transition and sustainable production 
 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development 
Goals underscore the urgent need to reconcile economic growth with greater 
social inclusion and environmental sustainability. It is therefore essential to make 
substantial changes in consumption and production patterns, and to move 
forward with a transition to cleaner energies. The creation of new productive 
capacities and the adoption of green technologies are two of the main challenges 
facing developing countries, and particularly the economies of Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 
 
In this context, a set of policies and incentives need to be designed and 
implemented to address the shortcomings of companies and reconcile changes in 
consumption and production patterns, fostering the incorporation of green 
technologies and eco-innovation processes. These will be some of the factors 
analysed in this panel, in addition to the role of regulation and the creation of 
regional spaces for the development of sustainable solutions. 
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Moderator: Joseluis Samaniego, Chief of the Sustainable Development and 
Human Settlements Division of ECLAC 

Introductory remarks: René Kemp, Professor of Innovation and Sustainable 
Development at the University of Maastricht (Netherlands) 

• Diego Hurtado, Secretary for Planning and Policies on Science, Technology 
and Innovation of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation 
of Argentina 

• Geoffrey Wever, Minister of Economic Affairs, Communications and 
Sustainable Development of Aruba 

• Armando Rodríguez Batista, Deputy Minister for Science, Technology and the 
Environment of Cuba (to be confirmed) 

• Pedro Bernal Pérez, Director of Policies and Programmes of the National 
Council for Science, Technology and Technological Innovation 
(CONCYTEC) of Peru 

• Carlos Eduardo Pereira, Director of Operations of the Brazilian Enterprise 
for Industrial Research and Innovation (EMBRAPII) 

• Mónica Luz, international expert in eco-innovation and sustainability 
 

Discussion and statements by the countries 
 
12.30–1 p.m. Adoption of agreements 
 
1–2.30 p.m. Round table: International cooperation and regional integration 
 

International cooperation and regional integration are vital for the development 
of science, technology and innovation systems in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. It is essential to build new spaces for cooperation that enhance the 
scientific and technological development of countries, favour exchanges of 
research professionals, promote the flow of knowledge and attract foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in innovation. There is also high potential in the development, 
strengthening and interlinking of Latin American and Caribbean capacities, both 
within the region and with other regions, which foster the creation of centres of 
excellence in research and development. 
 
The panel will address the challenges and opportunities that exist in the regional 
integration of science, technology and innovation systems, as well as the spaces 
that can be created to foster international cooperation in this area. 

 
• Mario Cimoli, Deputy Executive Secretary of ECLAC 

• Daniel Filmus, Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation of Argentina 

• Paola Vega Castillo, Minister of Science, Innovation, Technology and 
Telecommunications of Costa Rica 
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• Jolita Butkeviciene, Director for Latin America and the Caribbean and 
Relations with all Overseas Countries and Territories, Directorate-General 
for International Partnerships (INTPA) of the European Commission (to 
be confirmed) 

• Armstrong Alexis, Deputy Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) 

• Efraín Guadarrama, Director-General for American Regional Organizations 
and Mechanisms of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, in his capacity 
as Chair pro tempore of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 
States (CELAC) 

 
2.30 –2.45 p.m. Closing session 


